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ABSTRACT. The article analyzes the results of free associative experiment
which was held among first year students (specialty «Pharmacy») in 2015—
2016 academic year. The authors define morphological and semantical
groups of associations for the word-stimulus «Latin» which were received
during the experiment, analyze syntagmatic and paradigmatic reactions of
respondents, structure the given associative field. All associations can be
divided semantically into general culture ones, ones connected with study
process and ones which show emotional attitude towards the word-stimulus.
The special attention is paid to emotionally coloured positive reactions as
well as negative ones, because such type of connection is important while
planning future work with students. Having noticed considerable quantity of
reactions connected with hardships of study process and, besides, negative
reactions of different expressiveness level, the authors doubt appropriateness
of present distribution of study loading within Latin language learning for
pharmacy students.
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Introduction
This article continues the work with definition of associative field
of lexeme «Latiny» in language consciousness of students of medical
pharmaceutical specialties. According to the curriculum all students
of medical pharmaceutical high schools study Latin language at the
first year of study as a basis for formation of professional skills. The
academic year 2015 / 16is noted at National University of Pharmacy
by serious changes in curricula. In this connection, the traditional
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approach at which Latin language was studied throughout all first
year (2 semesters) is replaced by more compressed and sated course
for the one and only semester of studying. In the present state of
affairs crucial would be not only to trace reactions of students to the
offered word-stimulus «Latin», but also to give particular attention to
an emotional component of such reactions.

Methods
In order to achieve the specified purposes, it seems reasonable to
carry out free associative experiment and to create a corresponding
associative field built on its results.

The study

Such experiment was carried out in the group of respondents consisting
of students (National University of Pharmacy) of the first year of
study (specialty «Pharmacy») in the middle of the studied course when
students already could understand estimation and study demands. 264
examinees (20 student groups) took part in the research. There were
two refusals at the experiment (no associations are specified) that
makes less than one percent from number of examinees. The character
of sample: women — 224 (85%), men — 40 (15%), examinees’ age —
17-18 years (100%) that is according to the purpose of experiment.
The participants of psycholinguistic experiment were asked to keep
to the following instruction: «Write the first associations which have
come to your mind on the given concepty. The time for reaction was
limited to one minute (other restrictions were not supposed).

It is necessary to notice that in the first semester of 2015 / 16
very similar psycholinguistic experiment was already carried out with
the students of National University of Pharmacy of the first year of
study (specialty «Technology of perfumery-cosmetic means») and 30
examinees took part in it (Postolova, 178—182).

Discussion and results
Processing of associative experiment results (calculation of quantity
of various reactions to the word-stimulus «Latin») has shown that for
one stimulus examinees (264 persons) have given out 1025 reactions
(803 words and 222 word-combinations). Thus, 1002 associations
were in national languages (Russian, Ukrainian), and 23 ones were
in Latin language. In order to analyze paradigmatic and syntagmatic
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connections, were taken only individual words in national languages
(785 units, i.e. 77% from total number of reactions). During the
experiment, respondents received just one restriction — in time —
1 minute (for a wider associative representativeness), but were free
in choice of words-reactions concerning various parts of speech. The
respondents have chosen in overwhelming majority paradigmatic
reactions (words-reactions of the same grammatical class, as well as
a word-stimulus). Syntagmatic associations (words-reactions refer to
other grammatical class, rather than a word-stimulus) are individual.
This fact testifies to domination of language associations over speech
ones. The experiment results are visually represented with the
following diagrams (pic. 1-2):

mnoun Wadjective Nadverh mverb

181

total number of reactions number of unrepeatable reactions

Pic. 1. Grammar classes in numbers

Enoun »adjective Iladverb M verb

80,89

Pic. 2. Grammar classes in percent
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In total paradigmatic reactions make 80,89%, syntagmatic
ones — 19,11% that testifies to the high level of actualization of a
word-reaction in associative process.

According to the held experiment, the associative field
possesses accurate structure (nucleus, body, and periphery). Further
given are words-reactions of respondents to a word-stimulus «Latin»
in decreasing order of usage rate, which are met more than once:

e nucleus — words (78), language (46), prescription/s (34),

*  body — medicine (24), difficult adv. (24), dictation/s (21),
dead language (20), plant/s (19), subject (18), interesting adv. (17),
to learn (15), a lot of words (14), heavily (12), control test/s (11),
difficulty / ies (11), to learn a lot (10), Rome (10), pharmacy (9),
book (8), medicine/s (8), repeating an examination/s (8),
preparation/s (8), drugstore (7), knowledge (7), a lot of (7), new
words (7), study (7), Victoria Viktorovna (6), dead language (in
Ukrainian «mertva mova») (6), ending/s (6), fear (6), horror (6),
interest (5), science (5), not clearly (5), rules (5), profession (5),
table/s (5), terms (5), copy book (5), work (5),

e periphery — Bazarova (4), pain (4), time (4), verbs (4),
a lot of words to learn (4), language (in Ukrainian «mova») (4),
memory (4), teacher (4), stress (4), terminal elements (4), hard
adv. (4), lesson/s (4), pharmacist (4), botany (3), declensions (in
Ukrainian «vidminyy) (3), the Greek people (3), ancient language (3),
lexical minimum (3), doctor/s (in Ukrainian «likar/iy (3), a lot
of homework (3), university lesson («para») (3), to write (3),
cognition (3), Friday (3), pen (3), individual work/s (3), difficult
adj. (3), tablets (3), complication (3), language of a pharmacist (3),
antiquity (2), aphorisms (2), points (2), huge volume (2), pressure (2),
debts (2), homework (2), blackboard (2), endings (in Ukrainian
«zakinchennya») (2), classroom activity (2) to cram (2), foreign
language (2), interesting adj.(2), history (2), book («knizhka») (2),
nightmare (2), favorite subject (2), doctors’ language (in Ukrainian
«mova likarivy) (2), tension (2), Natalia Aleksandrovna (2), 1 do
not understand (2), nerves (2), new adv. (2), modern language (2),
basis (2), panic (2), grief (2), informative adv. (2), Monday (2),
presentation  (in  Ukrainian  «presentatsiay) (2), work (2),
development (2), gender (2), mind (in Ukrainian «rozumy) (2), difficult
subject (2), difficult language (2), test (2), complicated subject (2) dead
partil (2), university (in Ukrainian «universytety) (2), exercises (2),
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good teacher (2), good lecturer (2), flowers (2), interesting adv. (in
Ukrainian «tsikave») (2), to read (2), language of dead (2).

According to the constructed associative field (having analysed
a nucleus and a body) it is possible to assume that the most of tenmet
words-reactions are obviously connected with features of educational
process and do not bear emotional colouring. So, the nucleus
in cludes the following associations: words (78), language (46),
prescription/s (34), and the body opens with such reactions as:
medicine (24), difficult adv. (24), dictation/s (21), dead language (20),
plant/s (19), subject (18), from which only difficult adv. (24) is
emotionally coloured.

However, at more detailed analysis of all associations,
considering individual ones, the group of the reactions, which express
the emotional attitude of respondents, is the most significant. As
a whole, all received associations can be divided into three basic
semantic groups:

*  Perception of Latin as a study subject. (Here it is possible
to allocate intrasubject reactions):

aphorisms (2), botany (3), letters, declensions (in Ukrainian
«widminyy) (3), Errarehumanumest, extractum, endings (in Ukrainian
«zakinchennya») (2), noun (in Ukrainian «imennyky), Lingua Latina,
tincture, niger, ending/s (6), spelling, stem (2), Per aspera ad astra,
adjective (in Ukrainian «prykmetnyky), rules (5), preparation/s (8),
Plantago, pluralis, plant/s (19), prescription/s (30, gender (2),
words (78), word-combinations, Cum Deo (2), sternoclaidomastoideus,
terminal elements, terms (4);

The reactions connected with educational process:

points (2), Bazarova (4), a white coat, Valentina Ivanovna,
Victoria Viktorovna (6), Tuesday, the second floor, Gagarina,
dictation/s (21), debts (2), homework (2), blackboard (2), a filled in
sheet, copy-book (in Ukrainian «zoshyt»), book (8), control test/s (11),
conference, corridor, lexicon, lexical minimum (3), chalk, module,
Natalia Aleksandrovna (2), groupmates, window, Olena Leonidovna,
pencil (in Ukrainian «olivetsy), mistakes, paragraphs, school desk,
break, a repeating an examination/s (8), Monday (2), subject (18),
presentation (20, teacher (4), example, Friday (3), pen (3), individual
works (3), a lexical dictation,to copy off, Wednesday, table/s (5), the
table of declension endings (in Ukrainian «tablystya vidminkovyh
zanikchen’y), test (2), a copy-book (5), the third floor, study (7),
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Ukrainian language, university (in Ukrainian: universytety) (2),
exercises (2), lesson/s (4), a text-book, to learn (15) to learn words,
failed tests «tails», Thursday, cribs, language (46);

*  Generalculture associations:

anciency (2), archeologists, architecture, dying out language,
Harry Potter, Homer, the Greek people (3), something of Greek
origin, old, ancient Gods, ancient Rome, ancient language (3),
antiquity, ancient Greece, Europe, mysterious, a foreign language (2),
intelligence, history (2), pictures in Greek style (in Ukrainian
«kartynku v grestkomu styliy), linguistics, dead language(in Ukrainian
«mertvamovay) (6), dead language (20), language (in Ukrainian
«movay) (4), speculators, science (5), there is no such language,
excavation, Rome (10), intelligence (in Ukrainian «rozumy) (2), dead
part. Il (2), a clever person, universal language, philosophy, Finita la
comedia, French, black magic, exorcism , language which connects
the past with the present, medical language, the language of dead (2);

(including a subgroup of professional associations:

a drugstore (7), drugstore business (in Ukrainian «aptechna
spravay), doctor, medicinal herbs, medicine/s (8), doctor/s (in
Ukrainian «likar/ly) (3), medicine (in Ukrainian «liky»), composition
of medicines (preparations) (in Ukrainian «sklad likiv (preparativ)»),
medicine (24), pharmacist, work in drugstore (in Ukrainian «robota v
aptestiy), tablets (3), pharmacist (4), pharmacy branch (in Ukrainian
«farmacevtychna galuz’»), pharmacy (9);

*  FEmotional attitude to the subject:

positive/ neutral coloured reactions:

(Big willing, fun, basically it is interesting, but too much of
it, time here quickly passes by, for development, the good, kindness,
obtainment of new (in Ukrainian «zdobuttya novogoy), interest (35),
interesting adj. (17), interesting aphorisms, interesting adv. (2),
interesting subject, it sounds beautifully, beautiful language, easier
than English, better, than the English, a favourite subject (2), hope,
necessary for profession, unbelievable, unfamiliar, unusually, the
unexpectedness, the novelty, new adv. (2), the new knowledge (2),
new words (7), new language (2), pleasant, necessary for the future
profession, it is necessary in life for work, the general development,
it is necessary to kmow, it is necessary to learn, the necessary
language for a pharmacist, it’s ok, informative adv. (2), informative,
cognition (3), necessary for the profession (in Ukrainian «potribno

94



Bun. 20 (2) / 2016

dlya profesiiy), instructive adv., prestige, useful in work, cool,
pleasure, development (2), laughter, diligence, aspiration, hard, but
pleasant, a good subject, not so heavy, a good teacher (2), a good
lecturer (2), interesting adv. (in Ukrainian «zikavey) (2), interesting
adv. (in Ukrainian «zikavoy), interesting things (in Ukrainian
«zikavynky»), something new, something unknown (in Ukrainian
«schos’ nevidomey),

negatively coloured reactions:

(sleepless nights, a pain (4), the majority of studied is not
necessary, huge volume (2), difficult language (in Ukrainian «vazhka
movay), give me back a year of studying, basically it is interesting,
but it is a lot of it, everything is bad, everything to learn, the grief,
pressure (2), long lessons, long, a life is a pain, a blockage, many
words are given, it occupies a lot of time, tangled, to cram (2),
how to copy off, the nightmare, a heap of words, laziness to study,
dead language which it is necessary to learn for a long time, is a
lot of (7), is a lot of time, is a lot of time for studying, is a lot of
time to learn, is a lot of homework (3), is a lot of words (14), is
a lot of words to learn (4) much to learn (10), much that is not
clear, torture for students, it has bothered, it has bothered medamn!
to learn three hundred words a time, pressure (2), I do not prepare,
not quite inderstanding, I do not know, I do not love, I do not
understand (2), I do not understand the endings, is not clear (5),
unusually, nerves (2), I don't have a mood for it, I have not time to
learn, affliction, despair, very difficult, a panic (2), sadness (2), little
sadness, bad marks, bad attitude towards a student, subject, that is
difficult for me to study, but if it is necessary then it is obligatory (in
Ukrainian «predmet yakyj meni duzhe vazhko vchyty, ale yak treba,
to trebay), torture, disappointments, boredom, utter boredom, tears,
difficult adv. (24), complexity / ies (11), difficult adj. (3), a difficult
subject (2), a difficult language (2), death, a dream, strange words,
fear (6), scary, stress (4), labour (5), hard adv. (4), hard in little
time given, difficulty (3), a stupid audience, hard adj. (12), the hard
subject (2), the heavy subject, horror (6), awful evening, weariness, to
learn and learn).

The remained individual reactions which have entered none of
the groups, may be defined as «interpreted with difficulty»: spring,
air, city, Darina, action, tree, yellow, the Latvian person, spoon,
horse, melody (in Ukrainian «melodiyay»), walrus, five-pointed star,
force, dark blue, spices, statute, flowers (2), black.
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Semantic distribution of reactions is presented in the following
way (pic. 3):

%

W study subject
general culture
48%

= emotional attitude

Il interpreted with difficulty

Pic. 3. Semantic distribution of reactions

Conclusions

Thus, from available semantic groups the group «study subjecty» is
in the lead that is logical and predictable. The second by quantity
is totally unexpected group «emotional attitude» where negatively
coloured reactions dominate absolutely. The reactions connected with
the volume of learned material (a lot of, long, great volume and so
forth) overall make 51. Quantity of reactions to educational process
complexity (difficult adv., difficult adj., hard adv. and so forth) is 71.
As the result is has considerable number of reactions of extreme
expression (pain, nightmare, despair, panic, fear, stress, horror and so
forth) — 42.

The received results force to speculate over expediency to
state a course of sucha volume for just one educational semester.
Probably, it would be reasonable to reconsider the volume of lexical
material for studying or to divide given academic hours in several
practices in a week.
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AHOTALIA. Y cmammi  npoaHani3o8aHo  pe3ynbmamu  8islbHO20
acoyiamusHoz2o ekcriepumeHmy, fAKuli 6ysno0 nposedeHo ceped cmyoeHmis
nepwoz2o Kypcy cneuianeHocmi «®apmayia» y 2015-2016 HasyanbHOMY poui.
Asmopu 8udinarome MOpPEOoao2iYHi ma cemMaHmMuyHi epynu acoyuayili Ha
C/1080-CMUMYA «AAMUHA», OMPUMAHUX Mi0 Yac eKcrnepumeHmy, aHasizyomes
CUHMazmamuyHi ma napadueMmamuyHi peakuii pecnoHoeHmis, subydosyrome
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CMpyKmypy OompumMaHo20 acouyiamueHoz2o mnonasa. CemMaHmu4yHo acoyiayil
nodinAmeca HA 302076HOKY/IbMYPHI, M08°A3GHI 3 HABYA/BHUM POUECOM,
a MakoX mi, Wo eupaxaroms emoyiliHe cmagneHHA 00 C108a-CMUMYANY.
EmouyiliHo 3a6apeneHUM peakyism, AK MO3UMUBHUM, MAK i HeaamusHuUM, y
cmammi npudineHo ocobnusy ysazy, adice nodibHuli 3860pomHili 38>a30K €
8AMHCIUBUM MPU NAAHYBAHHI MalibymHboi pobomu 3i cmydeHmamu. Aemopu
giocmexcylomos 3HQYHY KinbKicmb peakyili, noe’s3aHux 3i CKaadHicmio
HABYA/ILHORO MPOUECY, 0 MAKOX He2amusHUX peakyili pizHo20 cmyneHto
ekcripecii. Lle dae nidcmasu cmasumu nid cymHie OouinbHicme icHyH4Y020
p0o3r100isly HABYAIbHO20 HABAHMAMCEHHA MPU B8UBYEHHI AAMUHCbKOI Mo8uU
cmyodeHmamu-gpapmayesmamul.

Knwuvoesi cnoea: ncuxosniHzgicmuka, acoyiamusHulli exkcriepumeHm, C/1080-
CMumMys, peakuyis, «aAamuHa», 1GMUHCbKA MO8d.
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AHHOTALUMA. B cmambe npoaHaau3upoeaHsi pesynbmamsl c80600H020
accoyuamueHo20  3KCnepumeHma, nposedeHHo2o0 cpedu  cmydeHmos
nepsoeo Kypca cneyuaneHocmu «®apmayus» e 2015-2016 yyebHOM
200y. Asmopbl  8bifenalom  Mopgosnoz2udeckue U cemMaHmu4yeckue
epynnsl  accoyuayuli Ha C€A080-CMUMYs  «/1AMbIHLY, M0AYYEeHHbIX 8 Xxo0e
3KCnepumMeHmMa, aHAAU3UPyrm cuHmazmamu4veckue U rnapaduemamuyeckue
Peakyuu pecrioHOeHmos, CMpPyKmMypupyrom roay4eHHoe accoyuamusHoe
none. CemaHmMu4yecKu accoyuayuu 0enamcsa Ha  obWeKys1emypHsle,
CB8A3QHHbIE C Y4ebHbIM MPOUECCOM U 8bipaXarwue 3SMOUYUOHANbHOE
OMHOWeEHUE K C/108Y-CMUMysy. IMOYUOHA/IbHO OKPAWEHHbBIM PEAKYUAM, KOK
MO3UMUBHbLIM, MAK U He2amueHbIM, 8 cmamee yoeneHo ocoboe 8HUMAHUE,
8e0b M000b6HO20 poda 0bpamHas C8A3b 8AMCHA NPU MAAHUPOBAHUU byoywel
pabomeoi co cmydeHmamu. Ommemue 3Ha4umesbHoe Koaudecmeo peakyud,
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CB8A3GHHbLIX C MPYOHOCMAMU y4ebHO20 Mpoyecca, a MAaK#e He2amueHbIX
peakyuli pasHol cmeneHU 3KCApeccuu, asmopsi cmasam oo COMHeHue
uenecoobpazHocme cyuwjecmsyrouwe2o pacnpedesneHus y4yebHoli Hazpy3Ku
Mpu U3y4YeHUU IAMUHCKO20 A3bIKa cmydeHmamu-gapmayesmamu.

Knrouesble cnoea: rcuxonuH28UCMUKAQ, GCCOL{UGmUGHbIU 3KcrepumeHm,
C/1080-CMUMys, peakyud, «/1amoiHb», AAMUHCKUU A3bIK.

ModaHo Ao pedakyii 06.09.2016;
PeyeH308aHO 12.09.2016;
MpuiiHamo 0o pyky 13.09.2016
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